In any hospital there are always on the medical side a number of minor operations, if, indeed, they should be dignified by the name of operations at all. There is, for instance, the use of the exploring needle in a chest, pericardium or pleura, in the abdomen, in a joint, or a swelling, and in the spinal canal; further, in some of these cases an aspirator or a trocar is used to take off a considerable amount of fluid as a treatment of the disease. In other cases, an abscess forms in an otherwise medical case, as quinsy, and is not of sufficient surgical importance to necessitate the calling in of the surgeon; or, again, operation for urgent dyspnoea, which often arises in medical cases, is in many hospitals, on account of custom or convenience, consigned to the house physician, as are also incisions in the legs, or the use of Southey's trocars for oedema. Bleeding, from time immemorial, has been regarded as belonging to the domain of medicine.
It is about such cases as these that i have arranged some tables, and wish to make a few remarks. Operation ; still discharging 9 months later.
No effect.
Heart to Rt. of Sternum on admission ; not aspirated. Heart natural situation in 3 weeks, and patient cured.
Operation ; cured in 4 weeks.
Cleared up.
Cleared up.
Operation ; ill 4 weeks on admission; died 3 days after.
Ill 6 weeks before admission ; cured 6 weeks after.
Brought in moribund; aspirated, 4 oz.; died same night.
Been ill some months; cured in 3 months. Operation.
Operation; cured in 3 weeks.
Death in 10 days.
Operation; cured.
Needle put in 7 places before pus found ; operation.
Cleared up without aspiration.
Operation.
Cleared up slowly without aspiration. (To be continued.)
